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Vision and Beginnings

Michael J. May Efrat Kantor

Crowd based

Preservation

Collective 
Memory

Tourism Research



Existing Systems

What’s missing:
• Limited to specific cemeteries
• Costs money to signup, login, search
• Data is read only (or read mostly)
• Limited search – names, date of birth, 

date of death



Bottom-Up (Our Goal)
• Provide platform and tools

• Communities, activists, interested 
parties (i.e. the crowd) document and 
maintains what’s important

• Result:
• Active, involved community creates and 

maintains information for others in the 
community

• Wide range of information gathered at low 
cost

• Examples: Wikipedia, WikiTravel, 
StackOverflow, SlideShare

Top-Down (Non-Goal)
• Company documents cemeteries or 

graves, puts the information online

• High labor cost and up front 
investment drives need to 
monetize information immediately

• Focus on easily monetized features  
(e.g. genealogy) and less on harder 
to monetize (e.g. historical, 
academic research)



• A cemetery is a rich source of information

• Headstones are texts and every text can be digitalized

Research Foundations

• Growth based on information documented by the public and the community

• Anyone can edit and improve the information

• Advanced search and research options based on all available data and properties

Openness

• Each community remembers, records, manages, and promotes its own information

• Encouraging local communities, groups, and interested individuals to document graves 
important to them

Community

• Unlimited sharing, even from home

• No required payment or sign up fee.  No monetization of the information. 

Free



First Trial: Rosh Pina



Timeline

July 2017

Project launch 
with students:
Nissim Zror and 
Oshri Cohen

June 2018

First Prototype: 
Attempts at digitizing 
En Gev and Yavneel 
cemeteries.

April 2019

Version 1.1:
Digitizing Hispin, Sde Eliyahu, 
and Maagan Cemeteries.

Addition of Roman and 
Anastasia Axelrod.
Mobile friendly website + 
application.

December 2018

Version 1.0:
Digitizing En Harod-
Gidona cemetery.
Android application 
+ website.

June 2019

Version 2.0:
Digitizing Ashdot 
Yaakov, Degania, 
Menahamia 
cemeteries.

Support search, 
advanced search, 
versions



Tour of the website























Using Basic Search







Using Advanced Search



First name חיים



Has Father, no Mother



Has Mother, no Father



Drowned



Under 50



Immigration Year



68 
Contributors

808 Graves 
Documented

13 Cemeteries 
Full or Partially 

Digitized

Document a 
grave in < 3 

minutes

Immediately 
online and 
searchable



Going Forward
• Partnerships with Local Councils, Religious 

Councils, Burial Societies, Schools, 
Historical Societies

• Developing and expanding the community

• Support and additional features

• Automatic text recognition

• Personal Lists of Graves, Groups (family, 
personal, army, community)

• Sharing of lists, self-guiding tours

• Tags and user-generated annotations

• Better multilingual support and 
translation



Thank you!
Please enter right now and try it out!

https://cemomemo.kinneret.ac.il/home
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